Diverticula limited to the cmcum and ascending colon are relatively infrequent. The reported incidence of diverticula of the right colon with necropsy studies varies widely. In the course of a survey on the incidence of diverticular disease in Malta based on 120 necropsy studies, 7 cases of diverticula limited to the right colon were found, an extremely high incidence.
Case Reports
Case 1 Man aged 51. Died in traffic accident. At postmortem a false solitary diverticulum was present at the level of the ileocacal valve, between the tenia mesocolica and the tvnia omentalis.
Case 2 Man aged 73. Presented with progressively deepening jaundice and marked recent loss of weight. A post-mortem examination revealed carcinoma of the ampulla of Vater. A medium-sized diverticulum of the false type and another small diverticulum were present on the anteromedial aspect of the ascending colon, and 4 small diverticula were present between the tTenia mesenterica and the tenia omentalis.
There was thickening of the muscle wall in the sigmoid.
Case 3 Man aged 85, presenting with retention of urine, died of bronchopneumonia, prostatic hyperplasia and cystitis. Five diverticula were found in the ascending colon; 4 diverticula were situated between the tmnia libera and the tenia mesocolica and 1 diverticulum was situated between the tEenia mesocolica and the tenia omentalis.
Case 4 Man aged 57, who died suddenly of myocardial infarction and pulmonary cedema, was found to have a false solitary diverticulum at the level of, and anteromedial to, the ileocLvcal valve.
Case 5 Woman aged 73. Died suddenly from coronary insufficiency. A solitary diverticulum was present on the anteromedial aspect of the ascending colon. The muscle wall in the sigmoid was thickened.
Case 6 Man aged 62. Died suddenly from cerebral cedema and ventricular failure. A solitary large inflamed diverticulum was present in the ascending colon between the twenia libera and the tvnia mesocolica.
Case 7 Woman aged 68. Died ofspinal injuries. Sixteen diverticula were found in the ascending colon; 11 were situated between the twenia mesenterica and the taenia omentalis and 5 between the tenia mesenterica and the twnia libera.
Discussion
Diverticula of the right colon are usually asymptomatic unless they give rise to complications. Asymptomatic diverticula can only be diagnosed radiologically or at post-mortem, though radiology tends to underestimate the incidence of this condition.
It is usually stated that right-sided diverticular disease occurs at an earlier age than the more common left-sided form and it is equally distributed between the sexes. The reported average age incidence for right-sided diverticula treated surgically was 41.4 years (Wagner & Zollinger 1961) , while that of patients with all types of diverticular disease was 54 years (Mayo & Blunt 1950) . In our necropsy series the average age of patients with diverticular disease of all types was 66.2 years and that of patients with diverticular disease of the right colon was 67 years. Thus, the average age of patients with right-sided diverticula was not significantly different from that of patients with all types of diverticular disease.
Diverticula of the caecum and ascending colon are regarded by most investigators as being usually of the solitary type (Geist 1933 . Nicholas et al. 1962 . Multiple diverticula limited to the c=cum and/or ascending colon are thought to be extremely rare in persons of Caucasian origin (Perry & Morson 1971 ; 4 of our cases were solitary and 3 multiple.
Muscle thickening, present in 2 of our cases (29 %), was also reported by Parks (1968) and Hughes (1969) , though other authors (Perry & Morson 1971) have not reported similar findings.
Conclusion
Reported cases of diverticula limited to the right colon are relatively infrequent. We have, however, found an extremely high incidence in our postmortem series and we here add a further 7 cases to the few which could be found in the literature.
We found in our series that diverticular disease limited to the right colon was less common than left-sided disease. Our cases occurred at an age which was not different from that of cases with all types of diverticular disease. All our cases were unrelated to the cause of death and it would seem to us that diverticula of the right colon, at least in Malta, are not rare but probably often pass undetected.
